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Paying London prices for business and tax advice?
Let Lee & Co help

We offer affordable local expertise, fixed fees and excellent service.

Our range of business services for companies and individuals:

Accounting, payrolls and online bookkeeping
Audit & assurance

Business and general financial advice

Company formations, acquisitions and disposals
Personal & corporate tax, VAT & IHT planning
Probate, wills and executorships

Our team advise over 700 clients and are keen to help the local community

You are very welcome to a complimentary meeting with one of our directors

or senior managers

Please phone 01923 897975 or email john@leeaccs.com

Ample client parking at rear of our premises

$XENNDIN

26 High Street
Rickmansworth
Hertfordshire

WD3 1ER

Phone: 01923 897975

www.leeaccs.com

Professionals
you can trust

” [Z [ 0-/ If you are self-isolating, we can help

O Picking up shopping and medication O Urgent supplies
O Topping up electric or gas keys O Posting letters
QO A friendly phone call O walking the dog

Email: rickycovidmutualaid@gmail.com
Phone: Georgia - 07714768440 or Emmy - 07757297928

Just call or email and we wil do our best to help, for free.

Volunteer at: tinyurl.com/Rick vCovidMutualAid Facebook: Facebook.com/groups/RickyCovidMutualAid

Ricky Covid Mutual Aid is a group of local volunteers.
If you are self-isolating due to Covid-19 we can help with:

Coronavirus is contagious. Please take every precaution to ensure you are
spreading only kindness. Avoid physical contact (2m distance). Wash your
#VIRALKINDNESS

hands regularly. Items should be left on your doorstep.
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Dear Member,

INDEPENDENCE 2020 - YOUR MEMBERSHIP
| do hope our members are keeping well and coping with the present (at the time of writing!) shutdown. We are all
facing problems at present especially workers in the NHS who are on the front line with inadequate equipment or
testing.

We are printing Independence and hoping that our Road Reps will be able to deliver it for us in May.

What we do not feel we can ask them to do is knock on your door to collect money. We were heading to a cash
collection free system for 2021 in any case so we simply have to bring our plans forward.

We have moved the date of the AGM from June to July and hope very much that we will be able to hold it on this
date.

Many of our members have already changed to one of the many systems we now have for collecting membership
fees. Also almost half of our members have registered their e-mail address with us and get our bi-monthly e-news.

These can be found on our website which is https://rickmansworthresidents.org/

If you have not already changed to one of the alternatives then please could you renew your membership using
one of the following systems.

1) Set up a Standing Order for £3 a year either by posting a form to our Treasurer or you can do this yourself on
your account but remember to put your house number and the second half of your postcode on the comment

line so that we can identify the payment as yours. You can download a Standing Order form from the web site.

The details of the Association bank account are Sort Code 20-45-45 Account 20135836. Please remember your 1D
code (house number and second half of your post code).

2) If you have a Pay Pal account you can set up an annual repeating payment to the RDRA. You need to do this on
line and details can be found on the RDRA web site.

3) Post a cheque, payable to the Association (see below), for £9.00 which will renew your membership for three
years.

4) You can pay the money direct into the Association account but please remember to put the same code on as for
a Standing Order.

Our Treasurer is Mr Leslie Chrol-Frolowcz, 4 Malm Close, Batchworth, Rickmansworth, Herts. WD3 TNR

We do hope, if you have not done so already, that you will continue your membership of the Association using
one of the above and help the Committee in their work on behalf of the Residents.

Michael Stimpson,
Chairman.
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FROM THE TILLER

At the time of writing
this report to you we are
in a most strange and
worrying situation with
this pandemic raging
through the world.

| very much hope that,
by the time you read this, the situation
is improving but not having a crystal
ball, like everyone else, | have no idea
what the future holds. We can just stay
at home and support each other in
whatever way we can.

We must give thought to the staff on
the front line in the NHS who are dying
whilst looking after those who are in
intensive care with both virus and other
problems. Thank you to all of them.

This is a normal copy of
Independence except that we have left
out “Dates for your diary” as most of the
events in the list have been called off
and the rest probably will be.

One of the things that members may
wish to set up is a road WhatsApp group.
My road set up just such a group last
year and | am aware of other roads in the
area where the residents have also set up
just such a group. It has many uses
and | recommend this system of
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communication. One person in the road
sets it up and is “Admin” and can then
add all others in the street — all they need
is your mobile number and you need
WhatsApp on your mobile phone.

We are supporting the Ricky
Covid Mutual Aid Group. Please see
details elsewhere in this issue. We are
looking after their funding which will
give our Treasurer extra work to do but
the support we are giving was first of
all agreed to by him and then by your
Committee.

The valuable work that this group
are doing needed support and we are
happy to supply this.

Our railway service has been
reduced. Again, at the time of writing,
the Met line has been reduced to two
trains an hour (one, from Chesham, fast
from here to Baker Street) and Chiltern
originally reduced the service to one
train an hour but trains from Aylesbury
are now terminating at Amersham where
passengers change onto the one Met line
from Amersham each hour. Of course,
only key workers should now be using
the transport system. By the time you
read this | hope these changes will
be history!

I Chairman’s Notes

Our main campaign before the
present problems hit us was Batchworth
Bridge. We have enough members
to attend a training course to use the
equipment but, of course, we are not
able to progress this at this time. Once
the virus has gone away, we will contact
the police and get things going. We will,
however, keep up our pressure on Herts
County Council.

Our last Committee meeting was
not held at the Royal British Legion as
normal but, a couple of hours before
it was due to start, was converted to a
telephone conference.

Sadly not all members of the
Committee got the message and a couple
turned up at Ebury Road but most were
involved.

The system worked quite well
and we can use it again if this virus
continues.

We will continue to keep in touch
with our members using the e-news
system which you will get if we have
your e-mail address and also using our
Facebook page and Twitter.

Keep well

Michael Stimpson

We would like to thank
the Sinclair Gallery
for their kind donation
to the cost of printing
Independence following

the cancellation of

the events they had
planned and the need

to withdraw their
advertisements.

Material published in this newsletter does not necessarily represent the views of the Association or its Committee.
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Gagan Mohindra MP.

3 -
So much has happened over the last few
months that | can’t believe it was little
over 100 days ago | was elected as the
Conservative Member of Parliament for
South West Hertfordshire. The first few
weeks were full on - getting to know my
new colleagues, the strange conventions
and rules of the Palace of Westminster
and of course, getting Brexit done.

The majority which the Conservative
Party secured at the last election, was
a clear message that we needed to
unblock the gridlock in Parliament.
With the country behind him, the Prime
Minister immediately set about passing
his Withdrawal Bill. | was proud to walk

Obituary

through the government lobby and proud
that we could come together as a nation
to move forward. Now we need to put
the petty squabbling of the past behind
us in these changed times.

| was at my flat in Rickmansworth,
with my wife Pam, when the severity
of the Coronavirus situation really
sank in. It was several weeks ago and
we had just come back from a visit
to Berkhamsted. We had seen news
reports from China but it was when a
dear ltalian friend relayed what was
happening in Italy that | thought - this
could have a profound impact on the
UK and my constituents. Sure enough,
the Chancellor’s Budget was focused on
the unfolding crisis and over the last few
weeks he has announced support for
people from all walks of life - businesses,
the self-employed, those stranded
abroad. Restrictions on travel, education,
working, socialising and shopping have
been introduced. The country is facing
an unprecedented challenge.

My parliamentary work goes on,
albeit remotely. I've been elected to
the Public Accounts Committee and
the 1922 Committee. My constituency
casework mailbox hums with the
concerns and issues of local residents.

BARBARA OWEN M.B.E.

JULIE FELIX

My team are working diligently alongside
me to do the best we can for the people
of South West Hertfordshire. If you're

a constituent the best way to contact
me is by email: Gagan.Mohindra.MP@
parliament.uk. During these difficult
times though, I urge you to think
carefully about whether your issue is

a top priority. With so many people

in difficulty, we are really up against

it to get help to those who need it

most. You can always find up to date
information at www.gov.uk/coronavirus,
on my websitewww.gaganmohindra.
org.uk or my Facebook page @
GaganMohindraMP.

Please, continue to follow
Government advice which is produced
by some of the finest medical and
scientific minds in the country.

If you have capacity and want to
volunteer please look at the NHS site
(goodsamapp.org) or locally with www.
thvolunteering.org.uk. Stay healthy, stay
well, I look forward to meeting many of
you when we have overcome this virus
and we return to our “normal”
life.

way of

Members will, by now, be aware of the sad loss of Barbara Owen on Christmas Eve.

Barbara was a Rickmansworth girl born and bred and was a powerhouse of the
Rickmansworth Society and the Museum for many, many years as well as other organisations.

A service to celebrate her life was held at St Marys Church on Friday the 19th of January and
I don’t think St Marys has seen so many people in the 44 years | have lived in Rickmansworth — it
was packed and those getting there late were standing either at the back around the font or down
the aisles. I attended the service along with our President, Peter Waters, and many members of
the Association were present

The tributes paid by the Vicar were both amusing and to the point.

Barbara will be a great loss to the community.

Julie Felix was born in California in 1938 but moved to England in 1963 where she found
fame. She had a regular spot on the Frost Report and in the late 60s she had her own TV
series. She was called Britain’s leading lady of folk. She then travelled the world but returned
to England in 1994 where she bought a house in Heronsgate.

Julie, despite being 81, still toured Folk Festivals and Folk Clubs including singing at the
Rickmansworth Folk Festival for several years — she did like to support the local community.

Last year, locally, she performed both at the Uxbridge Folk Club and St Albans Folk Club.
Further afield, she played at the Glastonbury Festival. She had already accepted a number of
bookings for this year.

Julie was suddenly taken to hospital on the 17th of March and passed away on the 22nd
with her daughter, Tanit, by her side. Julie was greatly admired in both the local and national
folk scene, our local folk legend who will never be forgotten.
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Why one hill and not the other?

| often visit an old friend who lives
at the bottom of the cul-de-sac part
of Batchworth Hill and so it follows
that | have much experience of the
driving patterns up and down the dual
carriageway part of the A404 that has
bypassed this stretch now for over forty
years. Cars race up the hill to overtake
lorries and other vehicles moving more
slowly to avoid getting caught behind
them when the road narrows to a single
carriageway. Conversely, traffic coming
down the hill from the 40 mph speed
limit across Batchworth Heath often
shows little sign of slowing down until
almost at the London Road/Moor Lane
roundabout (can’t anybody think of a
better name for this? “Batchworth” is
already in use at the roundabout with
Riverside Drive)?

Scots Hill on the A412 has for a
long time now had speed traps and
| sometimes wonder how much this
particular “passive earner” nets in fines
for the authorities each year. Why does
Batchworth Hill not have a similar
system?

What do you think?
Hertfordshire 2020 Year of Culture

Last November | attended a
meeting at Watersmeet where the
aims of what is also known for short
as HYOC2020 were outlined by Josh
Sills, the manager of Watersmeet, and
Elaine Johnson of Three Rivers DC.
Your Chairman was also present but
as it happened we were both wearing
different hats, his being that of the
Squire of Phoenix Morris, and mine
being that of Chairman of the Friends of
Watersmeet. Copies of a factsheet were

given out and some of it | reproduce
here, although if you have access to the
internet you can obtain from
www.HYOC2020 or contact the
Project Co-ordinator, Liz Gore, on liz.
gore@hertsmere.gov.uk or by ringing
her on 020 8207 7801.

The intention is “to showcase
Hertfordshire as a county of creative
and cultural opportunity”, though while
| know there are one or two counties
of which caricatural stereotypes to the
contrary exist | hope that there are very
few people who view Hertfordshire
as amongst them! The year will be
split into 12 themed months, such as
January : Try Something New ; April
: Go Somewhere Local ; September
: Heritage and History / Meet the
Maker, and December : Celebrate and
[lluminate, but a particular group’s
activity can take place at any time in
the year.

The campaign will be promoted
by the HYOC2020 Co-ordinator and
a monthly newsletter will be e-mailed
to campaign supporters to report on
the previous month’s activities, what's
happening that month and a heads-up
for the months ahead.

If you think that our Association
can usefully take part then do let us
know what you feel we can do. There
is no core funding for the year but those
willing to support this venture will be
sent a fundraising factsheet to point
them in the right direction to apply for
grants.

Chanukah

A new experience awaited me
at the end of December when | was
invited to represent the Association at a
Jewish service to inaugurate Chanukah
(which I am told, in case anybody is
wondering, the Americans generally

Hertfordshire 2020 Year of Culture:
Peter asks if you think our Association
can usefully take part....

spell without the initial C). This was
held in the main Penn Chamber at
Three Rivers House and, although
| did not know this, was the fourth
such held there. It was organized by
the Northwood United Synagogue
(the nearest to Rickmansworth) and,
as the very helpful leaflet explained,
Chanukah is the Jewish eight-day
wintertime ‘festival of lights’ celebrated
usually in December with a nightly
candle lighting, special prayers
and fried foods. It celebrates the
rededication of the Holy Temple in
Jerusalem after its recovery in the
second century BC from the Seleucids
(Syrian Greeks) under a small band of
Jews led by Judah the Maccabee.
There must have been about
200 present. Other non-Jewish
guests included our new MP, Gagan
Mohindra, Robert Voss, the Lord-
Lieutenant of Hertfordshire and
Paula Hiscocks, the Chairman of
Three Rivers DC. The whole service
lasted about an hour and was most
interesting regardless of the impact
of Hebrew sung at full blast at close
quarters! (But much better to have
such fervour rather than a half-hearted
congregational murmur ...) As the
miracle of Chanukah involved oil,
the refreshments afterwards included
foods fried in oil, especially jam-filled
doughnut which Jews apparently favour
in particular.

Premier Inn

Writing in early January, the
new Premier Inn by the Batchworth
Roundabout has yet to open, having
clearly been delayed from what we
had gathered was the intended opening
date of the 19th December. No doubt
this will prove a useful local facility
even if lacking the advantageous
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proximity to Rickmansworth station

of the former Long Island Exchange.

[ only hope that this already busy
roundabout on the main A404 will not
see the traffic factor worsened by all the
comings and goings that will result, but
time will tell.

Looking Back

Independence (No. 24, though this
numbering on the front cover did not
continue for much longer) for February
1960 carried an article, “Bird Notes”,
which readers interested in such
matters may like to compare with the
state of affairs sixty years on :

“1959 was an average year for
birds in the Rickmansworth district,
with no particular highlights to record
from rather intermittent watching. The
resident birds generally maintained
their numbers and there appeared
to be an increase in the number of
mute swans on the various waters.
Herons were probably slightly less
numerous. Most of the usual migrants
were recorded although fieldfares and
redwings were very scarce last winter
and, so far, not many have been seen
this winter.

The spring migration brought us
good numbers of most of the species
one expects to see, but yellow wagtails,
usually seen on passage in May, were
not recorded by the writer this year.
During the past two summers there
have been very few spotted flycatchers
in this district. This pleasing little bird
was common in previous years and
could be seen in large gardens or
anywhere where there were insects
to be caught and the reduction in
numbers was very noticeable ... To end
the year, a large flock of long-tailed
tits, 30/40 strong, passed through the
gardens on the Cedars Estate on 31st
December ; a very cheering site on a
dull winter afternoon.”

Alas, there were unwelcome
matters to record :

“For some time local bird
watchers and other residents have
been perturbed at the disturbance and
shooting of birds around the lakes by
youths with rifles and air-guns. It is
such a pity that the wild life should be
molested in this way and the possibility
of organising some measure of
protection has engaged the attention of
bird lovers on several occasions. In the
autumn of 1958 the owners of the lakes
and the fishing clubs renting the waters
were approached and readily gave their
permission for voluntary watchers to
patrol their land.

The scheme was put into operation
and four residents undertook to visit the
lakes in their spare time, particularly at
week-ends. The results were promising
and, with the co-operation of the local
police, the trespassing and damage
was reduced during the spring and
early summer ... Local bird lovers are
therefore cordially invited to join those
authorised to visit the area as voluntary
watchers. If you are interested please
contact R. Broughton, of Highfield
Way, Rickmansworth.”

Vigilance of another kind was
advised two issues later that October :

“We remind readers with children
of the danger of climbing over trackside
fences by the newly electrified lines
between Rickmansworth, Amersham
and Chesham. London Transport have
put up numerous striking KEEP OUT
posters, as it is felt that electrification
— after almost 70 years of steam — is a
big change to get accustomed to in this
rural area.” We rustics seem to have
managed without any trouble — and
of course there was still the danger at
this time from express trains between
Marylebone and the north.

Chaos is Come Again

A one-way system had been
temporarily tried out in the town centre
and the same issue of Independence
lamented its cessation under the above

heading :

“With the end of the one-way
traffic system in Rickmansworth we are
back to the old blockages and delays.
Builders’ lorries, tradesmen’s vans,
buses, private cars, motor bicycles
and bicycles try to thread their way in
opposite directions through a narrow
street, made still narrower by the lines
of parked cars and vans loading and
unloading at the shops. To take ten
minutes to drive along the few hundred
yards of the High Street is not unusual.
The worst confusion is at the traffic
lights at the junction with Station
Road. Here it is not uncommon to see
a double-decker bus forced to mount
the narrow pavement. A van parked
at the corner leaves the bus-driver no
alternative. Even if the traffic could
keep to the road the pavements are still
too narrow for either the comfort or the
safety of the shoppers, many of whom
are accompanied by perambulators,
wheeled baskets, children and dogs.”

The picture is not so bad these
days although | imagine the width
of the pavements still causes many
pedestrians to voice the complaints
referred to in the last sentencel!

A permanent one-way system
arrived on the 16th April, 1961 and the
present version settled on after trying
out one-way traffic down Station Road
rather than up and along the High
Street from Church Street to Park Road
rather than vice versa. The southern
by-pass for the A404 was not opened
until 1968 and it was meant to become
a dual carriageway, which the frequent
current jams both ways could do with
more than ever.

Peter Waters.

GDPR (DATA PROTECTION LAW MAY 2018)
Under the above Act we are required to inform
our members that their name, address and road
representative will be kept on a computer record.
This information will be used solely for the benefit
of the Association and will not be disclosed to

a third party. Any members who object to their
details being recorded in this way should contact
the Secretary.
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A Day in the Life of a RDRA Road

Representative

It was coming up to that time of year
again! Spring in the RDRA calendar is
the time when each Road Rep (as we
are called) receive our copies of the
Independence Magazine for delivery.
Time to head off out there to meet the
neighbours!

Let me just say that we all know
that volunteers are the life blood of any
organisation, charity or association.
They are the glue that holds everything
together. There are Road Reps who
have been pounding the pavements
for over 20 years how about that for
dedication! Two such wonderful people
retired last year and thanking them
seems inadequate | wanted to give them
a medal!

| am a relatively ‘new girl’ to RDRA
and as such it has been a steep learning
curve!l Joining in the first instance as a
Road Rep and then going on to become
Membership Secretary. | am very
mindful of our need of dedicated Road
Reps on the ground.

Having said that, it is a different
story now that we have re-launched our
Website after a break of about 3 years.

As it stands at the moment each
Road Rep receives Independence
magazines/Annual reports with an
individual Road Sheet reflecting
the road they are responsible for.
Collection of subscriptions to be
recorded and delivery noted being the
main objective of the Road Sheet.

Queries on the Road Sheet, used
to be ‘email required’ or verify spelling
of surname’ etc. Road Reps now direct
the residents to the Website for them to
update their details themselves, thereby
getting more accurate information so
that we can keep our database up to
date. With the resident engaging with
the Website it provides them with the
opportunity to subscribe to E-news
which is sent out approximately every
two months. The Road Reps will also

be able to guide the resident in all the
ways to pay for their subscription now.
They will be spoilt for choice!

So many do not want to give us
their email address, they think we will
bombard them with emails, little do
they know that this is definitely not the
case, as we do not pass on the email
address to any other organisation.

For the houses that are currently
marked as empty on the sheet, Road
Reps are asked to check if there is
a new resident living there now, or
maybe a new tenant is now in residence
— people who are renting in the area are
still eligible to join the Association, and
will be most welcome.

The most important task however
is knocking on each door to remind
the resident that their subscription is
now due for their membership of the
RDRA, and the Road Rep will hope
and pray that the door will be opened
and that £3 subscription is forthcoming
as they hand over the copy of the
Independence. All very straightforward
you think!

My own personal experience is
quite amazing, as you knock on the
door, standing there in anticipation only
to be told that they have no money in
the house! A huge hunt is started, by
all the members of the household, in
the hope that they find cash tucked
away somewhere in exchange for
the magazine! In the meantime you
wait patiently and politely chatting to
whoever passes through the hallway on
their crazed hunt for coinage and after
a while, either leave triumphant with a
small pile of treasure or a promise they
will pop it through your letterbox at
their earliest convenience.

| am now quite adept at informing
residents about the different methods
of paying for their membership!
Respectfully suggesting that they
could complete a Standing Order

form, available to download from the
website or set up a regular bank transfer
themselves or click our ‘pay now’
button which uses Palpal to send us the
funds. Most residents like the idea of
paying later and will say ok, yes, that

is a good idea, - we cross our fingers
for the pennies to materialise, which it
promptly does.

Then there is the ultimate
challenge, no answer to your knock
on the door! What does one do? Shall
| deliver the magazine with a note
which informs the resident that their
subscription is now due, or should I call
back? Mostly it is a question of calling
back, but this can be problematic and
some Road Reps are very dedicated
to the cause and call back up to four
times! This will not be necessary in
the future as a leaflet with all the
necessary information for payment will
be available to the Road Reps after the
second visit getting no answer. They
just simply post the leaflet and move
on.

Being a Road Rep is not for the
faint hearted, especially when you
have recently had a knee replacement.
| am extremely grateful and fortunate
that my long suffering husband, Brian,
is on hand to nimbly climb the steps
and negotiate the odd steep driveway
whilst I walk along the level pavement,
handing him the magazines, as if were
on a sedate paper round.

Some houses cannot be accessed
at all, as they have a locked gate with
no means of communicating with the
household — | often wonder if their
relationship with delivery personnel
can get quite strained! Anyway, their
security is paramount and in future they
can always find the latest Independence
magazine on our website.

Some houses are slightly neglected,
due to a number of factors | am sure. |
have been confronted by spider’s webs
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over the door bell, letterbox and/or the
knocker it is definitely a challenge for
those with an insect phobial Some

of these houses, | am ashamed to say
we do not even attempt to call on as
braving an overgrown pathway or
driveway can be understandably very
daunting.

Don’t get me started on the subject
of letterboxes! My respect for our
postmen/women went up a hundred
fold! There is such a diverse range and
size out there, the clam-like sprung
letterboxes and tricky spiky draught
excluding, some new front doors, due to
security reasons, some do not even have
a letterbox at all! Sometimes it can feel
quite like a crystal maze challenge!

Speaking with each resident as you
go along the road is however a very
pleasant experience. Most people are

very chatty and friendly it is a lovely

way of getting to know your neighbours.

So often these days, we do not see our
neighbours for days or weeks at a time:
it is a sad reflection of the times we live
in.

Mostly, this because we all come
and go in our cars, always in a rush and
conduct most of our communication
through mobiles, phones or online via
our computers, which of course the
younger generation do without blinking
and now a part of everybody’s life. The
example being our new Website, | am
so glad the RDRA have ‘gone digital’
as it makes the Road Reps life a lot
easier, but please don’t forget to slow
down once in a while for an offline
neighbourly natter!

The RDRA Website offers online
communication through our website

which has a ‘Contact Us’ form for the
residents to send messages direct to the
committee on whatever is of concern to
you, plus a lot more!

All in all being a Road
Representative is going to be a changing
role going forward but one thing is
certain, each Road Rep is crucial and an
important conduit for their small patch
on local matters.

Having said that, it is a proud Road
Rep who with great satisfaction is able
to hand over the monies collected
knowing that this enables the RDRA
to continue in their valuable work on
behalf of the whole community.

Anne Littlejohn
Road Representative and Membership
Secretary for the RDRA

Phoenix Morris are a mixed Cotswold Morris Side
based in Rickmansworth.

Morris is a great way to make friends and keep fit
whilst keeping alive a centuries old tradition.

We practice every Wednesday night in Ebury Road
Rickmansworth unless dancing out.

We dance at local pubs and events as well as Folk
Festivals across the country.

We are a friendly bunch of people who love having a
good time and always welcome new members, both
dancers and musicians, and no experience is required.
Do come along and give it a try — you won’t be

For further details visit our web site
https://phoenixmorrisdancers.com/

disappointed.

or ring our Foreman, Sue Stimpson, on

07831 815357
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Highways Update

Hertfordshire County Council spends £370 million on
Adult Social Care each year, far more than on any other
service. Yet my mail bag always has more queries on
Highways issues than on all the other services combined.
This is probably because we see the roads and pavements
every time we leave our homes.
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been rebuilt
¢ The footpath between Rickmansworth and Northwood
beside the A404 has been completely reconstructed.

Street Lighting:

Now that all Hertfordshire’s streetlights on the public
highway have been converted to LED which is cheaper to
run, the County Council is saving £5 million per annum on
electricity costs and at the same time improving the hours
of partial night lighting. With LED, lights in residential
roads now go out at Tam instead of midnight, and come
back on at 5am, instead of 6am.

Trees maintenance:
Hertfordshire County Council has increased its budget
for tree maintenance by £652,000. | have been working

iy | with the Highways team to make sure some of that

Roads and Pavements:

In the last twelve months the County Council has
invested large sums in and around Rickmansworth town
centre, including:

e Ebury roundabout road and footpath improvements,
and accommodating the new cycle pathway; safety
barriers were improved there following comments from
residents, and | have planted daffodils and winter jasmine
to cheer up the area in front of the wall in Ebury Road
where the gap had been widened. The appearance here
will improve further when the new shrubs planted as part
of the scheme establish themselves.

e Station Road, Station Approach, Homestead Road and

Park Road resurfaced
e Church Street resurfaced from the A404 Batchworth

Roundabout part way towards the High Street
e Harefield Road - large sections resurfaced from the

White Bear past Tesco to St Mary’s School
e Batchworth Hill/A404 — significant sections resurfaced
* Sherfield Avenue - localised patching.

e Better, safer white lining at the junction of Talbot

Road/ Wharf Lane/High Street.

e Riverside Drive is on the point of being ‘pre-patched’
as | write, prior to a new surface next financial

year. This work will be done overnight to reduce

congestion.

Pavements too have been improved:

e Sherfield Avenue - pavements have had large sections
resurfaced
e Church Street - pavements opposite the Church have

additional money is spent in Rickmansworth.

Tree Work in hand or programmed includes:
* In Moor Lane, in the piece of land between the main
road carrying traffic to and from Batchworth Roundabout
& West Watford, and the higher road fronting the houses,
significant tree management is taking place for safety

reasons as | write. This follows a detailed inspection of
trees there, and also along the A404, London Road.

¢ In Harefield Road, the big lime trees outside Frogmoor
Court will be substantially reduced in size.

e Looking ahead, because tree maintenance work is
best done in the winter when trees are dormant, work

is programmed for next winter on the trees in Sherfield
Avenue, Plaitford Close and Landford Close. Subject to
any changes to the condition of trees in the next nine
months, this work will comprise pruning 44 trees to
remove any unstable defects and/or to reduce the size of
the crown, and removing and grinding out the stump of
a further 9 trees which are dead or have decayed beyond
saving. Itis anticipated that these 9 trees will be replaced
the following winter.
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A new regime was introduced by Hertfordshire County
Council last year to ensure the regular checking of stakes
and ties on new trees planted in our grass verges and
pavements (ie in the ‘public highway’), and their removal
after three years. Trees growing in land owned by Three
Rivers District Council (generally the parks, playgrounds
and areas where Three Rivers cuts the grass) are the
responsibility of Three Rivers, not the County Council.

How does the county council decide its highways
priorities?

Inevitably there is always a long waiting list for
highways works, and these are prioritised by highways
officers based on an Asset Management approach. This
involves using robust data to make good, informed
decisions about how to manage and maintain the
highways as effectively as possible, always taking safety
into account. The focus is on getting the best long-term
value for money as opposed to a short-term approach

Swifts are Thriving in Mill End

We are a group of local residents who have been
surveying the swifts of Rickmansworth, for the last year.
This bird is in serious decline, sadly. So we have been
thrilled to find an area of our town in which the swift
population is extremely healthy. We are calling it our
swift ‘hotspot’. While in most of our town you may see
one or two high flying swifts, feeding on the wing, on
the Berry Lane Estate, in Mill End, you can see large
gatherings of screaming swifts, (between 12 and 30 birds),
most nights in June and July. These are dramatically low
flying over roofs and gardens, screaming as they go! A
very joyful sound! Even more exciting is the fact that they
are nesting in lots of roads there and have been coming
here for many years. It is thrilling if you go to the Tudor
Way or Middleton Road areas on an evening in July, at
around 9.00pm. Other popular roads are Thelluson Way
and Springwell Avenue.

The Three Rivers Swift Group will be trying to get
protection for them and also the nest site that we have
found in the town centre. But this is not proving to be easy.
We are going to continue surveying for swifts. Please help
by reporting to us any low flying and screaming swifts, who
seem to be investigating roofs and soffits as they whizz
by. High flyers are just feeding on the wing, so please do
not report those. They arrive here from Africa in May, and
leave in early August. Our email address for this purpose
is:- 3riversswifts@gmail.com

Mike Langman

which might prioritise immediate repairs over preventative
work to preserve the asset and extend its life. In taking
this approach, the Highways Team looks at the long-term
costs and consequences of their choices. In short, asset
management is all about good, informed decision making.

Inevitably there is always a great deal of work that
needs doing — more than can be included within the
current programmes. This means that the Highways Team
has to make some tough choices since they cannot afford
to do everything they would like to do all at once. For
particular highways faults, please report them on line via
www.Hertfordshire.gov.uk .

Please do contact me if you have any queries about the
public highway near you.

My e-mail address is frances.button@hertfordshire.gov.uk
Frances Button

We are lucky to have this spectacle in our
town, but how can we help protect them?
THAT IS THE QUESTION!
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Three Rivers
Music Society
Heavenly music in the

Baptist church

Where do you go (in normal times) when you want to
experience live performances by some of the UK’s finest
classical musicians and jazz instrumentalists?

The Royal Albert Hall? Ronnie Scott’s? Perhaps even
Watford Colosseum, which in its glory days was used
for recordings by stars such as Maria Callas and Luciano
Pavarotti.

Believe it or not, top-class music performances can be
found even closer to home — in the perhaps unlikely setting
of Rickmansworth Baptist Church. The evening and lunchtime
concerts that have been staged in the church since Three
Rivers Music Society was revived four years ago have been
of a remarkably high standard. And some have been world-
class.

The award-winning Maggini Quartet, for example, has
performed several times (happily, the Magginis approve
of the church’s acoustics). There have also been stand-out
performances by two pianists who won the Rickmansworth
Young Musician of the Year Award -- Ashley Fripp (2004
winner) and the equally phenomenal Julian Trevelyan (2014),
who went on to perform with the St Petersburg Symphony
Orchestra — and earn the highest diploma awarded by the
Royal Schools of Music — before turning 19.

Harp virtuoso Louise Thomson played for the society last year
and renowned violinist Thomas Bowes performed in the High

Street church in 2018 (TRMS also stages occasional concerts

in Chorleywood Memorial Hall).

But there is more than western classical music on
offer. John Donegan, a modern jazz pianist -- and TRMS
committee member -- has given several concerts with talented
collaborators such as Italian saxophonist Tomasso Starace.

Indian classical music star Uday Bhawalkar has also
performed for the society.

Much of the credit for the quality of the concert
programmes must go to Dr Steven Halls, recently retired chief
executive of Three Rivers District Council. What many people
do not know is that Dr Halls is a cellist and former chairman
of the Elgar Society.

He and TRMS chairman Ash Patil were the driving forces
behind the regeneration of the society, a registered charity that
has existed since 1975, and Dr Halls is now its programme
director.

It is also true, however, that some of the most astonishing
TRMS performances have been given not by adult musicians
but by students at the Purcell School of Music in Bushey.

The regular lunchtime Purcell concerts in Rickmansworth
have been hugely popular with TRMS audiences — and the
primary school groups that attend these events.

Ash Patil, who is particularly keen to involve young
people in the society’s concerts, said: “It's been wonderful
to see primary children enjoying what is, for many, their first
classical concert. The Purcell concerts have shown them that
even teenage musicians can reach the highest standards.”

The next TRMS concert, featuring the Galliard Wind
Ensemble, one of Britain’s leading chamber groups, is due to
be held in the Baptist church on Wednesday, June 3.

Information on TRMS concerts and some of the musical
giants who are associated with the local area, such as Sir
Henry Wood, can be found at www.trms.uk
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My Civic Year

When | received the chain of
office in May 2019, at the annual Full
Council, | could never have imagined
that in April 2020 we would face our
present situation. Not only have all
engagements been cancelled, including
the much anticipated Queen’s Garden
Party, but our country is in total
lockdown with thousands having died
from the Corona virus. My sympathies
go to all who have lost loved ones.

| started this year having to pinch
myself that I, just a normal resident
and teacher who dared to stand up
against the Council closing Watersmeet
Theatre, had become Chairman of
Three Rivers District Council. Last May
when | began my Civic Chairmanship
| started by: opening the new skate
park at Abbotts Langley ,attending
HMS Wildfire Ceremonial Divisions
at Northwood Headquarters, choosing
three favourite tracks and being
interviewed for a Desert Island Disc
special for Radio Mount Vernon’s 50th
Anniversary, presenting to the finalists
of Rickmansworth Young Musician
Competition and the Hertfordshire
Games County Finals and swinging axes

with our scouts at Cuffley Camp ...... it
was still only July and this was just a few
of my events. | quickly realized it was
going to be a very busy year!

| decided that | was going to
attend as many functions and meet as
many volunteers as | possibly could
and although it meant that friends and
family, not to mention the garden, had
to be put on hold | am so glad that | did.

No one can prepare you for the
honour and privilege | would feel
to meet just some of the wonderful
volunteers who keep Rickmansworth,
Three Rivers and Hertfordshire such a
wonderful community to live in.

One of my first decisions was to
decide on my two charities for the
year. Having taught in a school which
had a special needs unit | was aware
how important the charity DEMAND
based in Three Rivers was. They make
and adapt equipment for people
of all ages and all disabilities. This
charity enhances the quality of lives
and enables inclusivity from adapting

drinking cups to designing special skis.
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My second charity | knew about

through a friend whose son used

them many years ago. It is CVSS

who take disabled people sailing on
the Aquadrome in specially adapted
boats. This charity is run entirely by
volunteers and brings incredible joy to
many people’s lives. They are looking
for more volunteers so please contact
them at cvss@cvssailors.org.uk for
more information if you are interested.
To raise money | arranged and hosted
a Quiz night in October and a civic
Thanksgiving service in March.

There have been so many
highlights to my year from attending
the Janmashtami Festival along with
thousands at Bhaktivedanta Manor (the
Hari Krishna temple in Aldenham), to
hosting the High Sheriff ’s tour of our
area to meet many of our wonderful
volunteers. Also visiting so many of our
local primary and secondary schools to
witness the wonderful achievements of
our local children.

Although my year has been cut
short, I will always be proud that
| have been able to contribute to
my community and to thank all the
wonderful volunteers and organizations
which play such an important role in all
our lives.

Cllr Paula Hiscocks
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£ ST MARY s%
750
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Throughout 2020, St Mary’s
Rickmansworth is celebrating the 750th
anniversary of the formation of the
Parish of Rickmansworth with a wide
range of events at which everyone from

the community will be most welcome.

2020 is the 750th anniversary of the formation of the Parish of
Rickmansworth and the establishment of the first formal church in
the area.

Christianity was brought to England during the 2nd Century
AD. As the population became less transient, communities were
organised into administrative districts called parishes, usually
with one church in each parish.

The first records of a church building in Rickmansworth
date from the end of the 12th century although it is known that
Rickmansworth was an inhabited area for many years before that.
In 1219 Pope Honorius Ill confirmed the ‘church’ to the abbot
of St Albans and the first record of a Vicar is of Richard de
Chelveston in 1270.

The original parish was much larger than it is today,
extending over Croxley Green, Moor Park, Batchworth, West
Hyde, Mill End and Chorleywood. Thus this year of celebration is
one for our whole community.

Events that are being organised include:

‘Songs, Psalms & Sonatas’ (3 May): A concert including a
piece of music written in 1270.

Quiz Supper with a 750 theme (9 May)

750 Minutes of Prayer (30 May): Members of churches across
the area will take turns to lead prayer and worship in St Mary’s
Church

Flower Festival & Art Exhibition (10-12 July): Floral exhibits
will be presented by local organisations, together with an
exhibition of work by local artists

e Community Hog Roast (3 October): We invite everyone to
join us for our Harvest Festival celebrations which will include
games and entertainment for all the family
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e ‘The Parishioners of St Mary’s before the Reformation’ (8
October): A talk to Rickmansworth Historical Society by Dr
Heather Falvey

e St Cecilia’s Day Concert (22 November): We will join with
the choirs and musicians from other local churches to celebrate
the feast day of the patron saint of music

Ricky Revue (28-29 November): The Motley Crew present
a light-hearted and sometimes irreverent review of the past 750
years

e Christmas Tree Festival (6 December-3 January): A seasonal,
festive display of Christmas trees of all shapes and sizes by local
organisations

We have been thrilled that other local groups are already
involved with celebrating this anniversary, including:
¢ Three Rivers Museum is mounting a special exhibition during
the year, focusing on some of the people who are commemorated
in St Mary’s Church and there will be a timeline display in St
Mary’s Church too.
¢ Local bellringers are ringing quarter peals each month, either
at St Mary’s or in their own towers.
¢ The mural at the back of Tesco in Rickmansworth, organised
by Rickmansworth & District Art Society, is also embracing the
theme, incorporating sunrises and sunsets with silhouettes of
Rickmansworth landmarks.

One of the first activities of this year has been to start
planting 750 trees in the area. The first delivery of trees (some
650 in total) arrived at the end of January and have already found
good homes round Stockers Lake and Maple Lodge Reserve.
Individuals have also planted trees in their gardens, all of which
will provide a tangible legacy with significant environmental
benefits for many years to come.

The tree project has captured everyone’s imagination and
the team is also working on a pack for schools who would like to
participate, enabling young people to plant and nurture their own
trees.

Guidance on the trees has been given by local tree expert,
Russell Ball, who exhorted everyone to ‘go and grow some
oxygen’! With such boundless enthusiasm, we are doing our best
to ensure that the Parish of Rickmansworth continues for the next
750 years.

Please come and join us at these events this year. You will be
most welcome and we very much look forward to seeing you and
sharing the celebrations with you.

Further information about St Mary’s 750 can be found at
www.stmarysrickmansworth.org.uk
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Adyvice column from your local CAB
CORONAVIRUS

I’'ve got tickets to an event next week and I’'m not sure what will happen in light of coronavirus. I bought
the tickets for myself and a few friends, one of them is worried about attending. What can I do?

A) ITicket holders who change their mind about going to see an event, such as a concert that is still going ahead, have no
legal right to a refund.

If, however, the event is cancelled, your refund rights will depend on how you bought the ticket.

If you bought your ticket from an official seller and the organiser cancels, moves, reschedules, or makes the event behind
closed doors, you should get a refund. This is the case even if it is cancelled due to a government ban on large events.
The official seller is the best person to ask about how to get a refund.

If you bought your ticket from a ticket-reselling website, refunds will depend on the site’s terms and conditions.

If you bought from a private seller and the event is cancelled or rescheduled then it is unlikely you will be able to
recover your money. We recommend you contact the seller.

If you're due to go to an event, keep checking the information from the official seller or organiser to ensure you’re up to
date.

Unfortunately we’ve found that in these situations scammers prey on those who are affected.

If your event is cancelled and people or companies offer their services to try to recover money on your behalf, make sure
that you’re looking out for the signs of a potential scam.

For further help and advice, please contact your local CAB or please email your enquiry to us via our website:
threeriverscab.org.uk

Rickmansworth CAB, Monday Wednesday  10.00am - 12.30pm
Northway House (behind the library), | Tuesday } 10.00am - 3.30pm | Friday 10.00am - 12.30pm
High Street, Rickmanworth, WD3 1EH. | Thursday

New Telephone number -

0344 245 1296

Our 3 CABs need you! (Abbots Langley, Rickmansworth and South Oxhey). If you can spare 2 half days a week and are
interested in finding out more about training as a volunteer CAB adviser, please get in touch:
Email: training@castr.cabnet.org.uk
or please drop in during opening hours.

Ricky High Street in Lockdown
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RICKMANSWORTH & DISTRICT RESIDENTS” ASSOCIATION

REVISION OF CONSTITUTION
(To be Agreed at the Association’s AGM on 20th July 2020)

1. The name of the Association is “THE RICKMANSWORTH AND DISTRICT RESIDENTS” ASSOCIATION”.

2. The objects of the Association are to:-

(a)

Protect and advance the general interests of the residents of Rickmansworth and district.
Organise and promote united action for the above purpose.
Hold meetings for the discussion of matters affecting the interests of the Residents of Rickmansworth and District.

Provide support, information, and advice to residents of Rickmansworth and District on matters concerned with local
administration.

Cooperate with individuals and organisations having similar interests and objectives as the Association.

Generate funds by means of entrance fees, donations, subscriptions, and advertising in INDEPENDENCE and on the
Associations Web Site.

Purpose for the Association

3. To promote the general interests of the Residents of Rickmansworth and contribute to ensuring that the town, its environs, and
amenities provide a pleasing environment in which to live.

Terms of Reference

4. The Association can pursue its purpose by some or all of the following activities:

(a).

Monitoring the performance of National, County and Local Government, so that the Association contributes to ensuring
that public affairs and local administration are conducted effectively.

Hosting residents’ meetings, so that the community can discuss local issues and be updated on matters of concern and
general interest.

Organising and promoting united action, so that where it becomes necessary to act, residents have an outlet through
which to express their concerns and interests.

Affiliating to, and co-operating with, any individual and organisation having similar objectives, so that the Association can
benefit from sharing ideas and taking joint action if appropriate.

Raising funds to meet the Associations expenses, so that it is adequately funded to continue as a proactive and effective
community voice.

Publishing a website and each year the Association’s magazine INDEPENDENCE, and issue by e-mail a regular newsletter
so that residents are aware that its Committee is acting in the best interests of the community.

The Association shall be non-sectarian and independent of any political party.
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Membership

5. Any resident of Rickmansworth and district, and any other person interested in the affairs of Rickmansworth, shall be eligible
for membership of the Association.

Subscription

6. The annual subscription shall be determined from time to time by the Committee, subject to ratification at the subsequent
AGM.

Management

7. The management of the business and the funds of the Association shall be vested in the Committee, which shall consist of the
Chairman, the Hon. Secretary, the Hon. Treasurer and not more than twelve other members of the Association. The Committee
has the power to co-opt. additional members.

Election of Officers

8. The President, the Hon. Secretary, the Hon. Treasurer and other members of the Committee shall be elected at the Annual
General Meeting of the Association and shall serve until the report of the Committee and the Hon. Treasurer’s statement of
accounts have been adopted by the Association at the next Annual General Meeting, whereupon they shall retire and be
eligible for re-election, subject to the provisions of Paragraph 9 hereof. The retiring President, or in his absence any person
appointed by the Committee, shall act as Chairman of the Annual General Meeting until the new President shall have been
elected and, in the event of the absence of the new President, for the remainder of the meeting.

9. All nominations for election to the office of President, Hon. Secretary or Hon. Treasurer, or to membership of the Committee,
must preferably be notified in writing to the Hon. Secretary not less than three days before the date of the Annual General
Meeting. Every such notification must state the name of the proposer and seconder and must be accompanied by a statement,
signed by the nominee, to the effect that he or she consents to the nomination.

10. At the Annual General Meeting, if only one person shall have been nominated for each of the offices of President, Hon.
Secretary, or Hon. Treasurer, or if not more than 12 persons (not counting the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer) shall have
been so nominated as members of the Committee, such person or persons shall be declared duly elected. Save as aforesaid,
the President, the Hon. Secretary, the Hon. Treasurer and other members of the Committee shall be elected from the persons
nominated by the majority vote of the members of the Association present at the meeting. Voting shall be by ballot.

11. Upon the recommendation of the retiring Committee, the members present at the Annual General Meeting may elect persons
to be Vice-President(s) of the Association. A Vice-President shall not as such be a member of the Committee, but shall be
eligible for election to membership of the Committee.

Treasurer’s report for Independence

Although I am writing this piece a couple of weeks’ before our financial year ends on 31st March, | can say that we are in fairly
good shape.

A substantial number of members have agreed to pay their membership subs by standing order, which eases the pressure
on our faithful band of road reps having to knock on quite so many doors as in the past. Also a number of members have set up
recurring PayPal payments.

We are now moving towards a position in which we hope to eliminate cash payments altogether in the next year or so. This
will make life easier for the road reps distributing the magazine, many of whom have been doing it for many years and are therefore
not necessarily quite as young as they used to be and understandably reluctant to have too much face-to-face contact during the
current coronavirus situation..

With the decision having been taken to print only one issue of Independence per year, now known as the Annual Report, we
have saved a substantial amount by reducing our printing and associated production costs.

Subscriptions collected to date are pretty close to the figure for last year but inevitably our advertising revenue is down, largely
owing to the fact that rates have been reduced owing to there being only one issue of Independence per year now. In addition, one
or two of our advertisers have been very tardy in making payment and we have been vigorously pursuing them in this respect.

May | offer a big “thank you” to David Rees for examining our accounts and for his willingness to continue as Examiner
this year.

SLCF
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A 89th Annual General Meeting 17th June 2019

Minutes of the 89th Annual General Meeting held on Monday 17th June at 8pm in the Committee
Room, The Royal British Legion, Ebury Road, Rickmansworth.

In the Chair: Peter Waters, President of the Association.

1. Apologies for Absence: Catherine Fenton, Cliff LeQuelenec, Peter Crispin, Ginny Crispin, Richard Lawman,
Nina Hosking, Paula Hiscocks, Chris Patient, Jackie Wells.

2. Minutes of the 88th Annual General Meeting held on the 16th July 2018. These were proposed as a true record by Bill
Sylvester and Derek Harrison and approved by the meeting.

3. Honorary Treasurer’s Statement of Accounts: presented by the Treasurer, Leslie Chrol-Frolowicz.

He offered a sincere thank you to all the Road Reps for their efforts this year, - these Reps were the cornerstone for the
Association subscription collection and thus operating income. Without this the Association could not function as it does. He
also thanked David Rees for examining the accounts this year.

Subscriptions this year were a few hundred pounds down on last years. It was hoped that the introduction of standing orders
would result in a more stable flow of income. It was recognised that there was still a way to go before the majority of members
paid this way.

Printing costs have increased this year but given Independence would only be issued once a year this should result in a saving
upwards of £2000 in the coming year.

Two external hard drives had been purchased to safeguard members’ personal and financial details as a result of GDPR
implications.

The effect of these changes had resulted in last year’s surplus of £824 being turned into a break-even situation. This reflected
the fact that rental payments for the hall for last year and this year have occurred in the same financial year.

This provides the Association with accumulated funds of £6,415 as at 01 April 2019 and with no liabilities. Given that the
Associations yearly costs are in the region of £2000, there was reasonable margin as the current balance was £5,491.48.

So far some £1,524 of subscriptions had already been collected and would increase once all subscriptions had been received.

In conclusion he said he was pleased to report that for the financial year the Association remained a going concern with a
viable and sustainable future.

Approval of the accounts was proposed by Anthony Abadjian and seconded by Anne Littlejohn.

4. To Appoint an Honorary Examiner. It was proposed by Leslie Chrol-Frolowicz and seconded by Michael Stimpson and
agreed that David Rees should be re-elected as the independent Examiner for the Association’s accounts for the current
financial year.

5. Chairman’s Annual Report.

Michael Stimpson presented his report for the past year. He thanked all the committee for the year’s hard work and the Road
Reps for their contribution. The Residents Association was moving to standing orders to collect subscriptions to reduce the
workload and time for the Road Reps.

This has been a busy year:

e Sites Document to build on green belt land returned to Three Rivers, RDRA objected to building on green belt land and the
potential flood risks it would create. The Local Residents Associations have a joint committee attended by Mike Stimpson
and Leslie Chrol-Frolowicz to discuss buildings under threat and by-laws currently in place to present a united front to the
District Council.

e Batchworth Bridge - a meeting would be held on 27th June organised by Frances Button with Highways. For the last
four years the Association have put forward several suggestions to improve the safety of the pedestrian crossing. Each
suggestion has been turned down. Mike Stimpson and Richard Lawman would be attending the meeting.

e The newsletter will be sent out by email approximately every two months. Members’ email addresses were needed.
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e The Bury still has scaffolding. All organisations in Rickmansworth campaigned unsuccessfully to keep the Community
centre. The original budget was £1.3 million had increased to £2.3 million. The accommodation is due to be completed in
October. Three Rivers District Council are responsible for building work.

¢ The police were concerned with the number of burglaries in the area. There have been 11 in Batchworth. They seem to
have reduced in number; however the number of break-ins into vehicles and vehicle theft have increased dramatically.

¢ Steven Halls the CEO of Three Rivers left Friday morning without a replacement: the Deputy is currently on holiday.

e TFL continue to consider step-free access at Rickmansworth station - the proposal is for two towers each with a lift, one on
each platform linked by a bridge.

¢ Be careful of email and telephone scams - a lot are happening at the moment.

e Paula Hiscocks who is a Rickmansworth Town Councillor has been appointed Chair of Three Rivers District Council for the
next twelve months.

e Batchworth Bridge - recommendation to have improved signage of change of speed to 30mph. There have been six
accidents in the last five years.

Adoption of the report was proposed by Laurie Montgomery Irvine and seconded by Anthony Abadjian.
6. Election of President. Peter Waters was proposed by Michael Stimpson and seconded by Carolyn Venn.
7. Election of Vice-Presidents. Derek and Clare Harrison proposed Tony Berry and Peter Crispin - agreed by all.

8. Election of Officers: Anne Littlejohn proposed Leslie Chrol-Frolowicz to be elected as Treasurer and Christina Evans to be
elected as Secretary, seconded by Tony Berry and agreed by all.

9. Election of the Association Committee: The current committee and the newly-elected officers and members agreed to
continue to serve for the coming year. Agreed by all.

10. Any Other Business

e Ebury roundabout

- the signage has too much information for drivers to read and should be removed.
- cycle path had caused concern for some local residents on safety grounds.

e Suggested there should be a contact email in the Independence for the Committee, Anne Lit-tlejohn agreed to be point of
contact.

e The sign by William Penn leisure center stating ‘No Road Markings’ needs to be removed.
Michael Stimpson thanked Nina Hosking for her service whilst on the Committee.

The meeting closed at 9.29pm

Ricky Covid Mutual Aid

RickyCovidMutualAid was set up just before the lockdown began with the aim of allowing volunteers to help out those
self-isolating in Rickmansworth.

Our team of more than160 registered volunteers have so far taken more than 330 calls for help, mostly requests for
shopping or prescription pickups, the latter carried out by a dedicated team of DBS checked volunteers who visit local
pharmacies on a daily basis.

We are also making friendly phone calls to people who have contacted us and are finding lockdown particularly
difficult. We have had lots of texts/emails from people who are feeling reassured we’re here for them when they need
us.

If you live in Ricky or in Mill End, and are in need of help or wish to volunteer then please do contact RCMA on
either 07714764880 or 07757297927, or by email at rickycovidmutualaid@gmail.com.--

On behalf of Ricky Covid Mutual Aid https://www.facebook.com/groups/RickyCovidMutualAid/
Affiliated to Covid-19 Mutual Aid - UK
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i 90th Annual General Meeting 20th July 2020

The 90th Annual General Meeting of the Rickmansworth & District Residents Association is to be held
on Monday the 20th July at 8 p.m. in the Committee Room, The Royal British Legion, Ebury Road,
Rickmansworth, Herts. WD3 1BN

Agenda:
1. Apologies for Absence.
To consider and if thought fit, approve the minutes of the 89th AGM held on 17th June 2019.
To consider and, if thought fit, to adopt the Revised Constitution of the Association.
. To consider and if thought fit, adopt the Honorary Treasurer’s Statement of Accounts

. To appoint an Honorary Examiner.

2.
3
4
5
6. To receive and, if thought fit, to adopt the Chairman’s Annual report.
7. To elect the President of the Association.

8. To appoint the Vice Presidents of the Association.

9. To elect the officers of the Association (Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer).
10. To elect the Association Committee for 2020/21

The Association for 2019/2020 comprised, in alphabetical order, Leslie Chrol-Frolowicz, Chris Evans, Frank Evans, Laurie
Irvine, Adrian Kitachi, Richard Lawman, Anne Littlejohn, David Montague, John Payne, Michael Stimpson, Bob Templeman
and Carolyn Venn .

Andrew and Debbie Wheeler joined during the year
Peter Waters, who is President of the Association, also serves in a non-executive role.
11. Any other business for which advance notice has been given.

At the end of the evening tea/coffee and biscuits will be available.

RICKMANSWORTH & DISTRICT RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

COMMITTEE
President Peter Waters
Vice-Presidents Tony Berry and Peter Crispin
Chairman Michael Stimpson
Secretary Christina Evans
Treasurer Leslie Chrol-Frolowicz
Membership Secretary Anne Littlejohn
Planning Officer Bob Templeman
Advertisement Manager Frank Evans
Website Manager Debbie Wheeler
Publicity Officer Position Vacant
Carolyn Venn Laurie Irvine
David Montague Richard Lawman
Andrew Wheeler John Payne
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RICKMANSWORTH & DISTRICT RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION

FINANCIAL STATEMENT - YEAR TO 31 MARCH 2020

31 March 31 March
BALANCE SHEET 2019 2020
£
CURRENT ASSETS
Bank balances 6415 7,706
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 6,415 7,706
NET ASSETS
Representing:-
ACCUMULATED FUNDS AT 31 MARCH £6,415 £7,706

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
YEAR TO 31 MARCH

2019 2,020

£
RECEIPTS
Subscriptions 3712 3,663
"Independence" advertisements 1110 355
Donations
Bank Interest
TOTAL RECEIPTS 4,822 4,018

Less:-

PAYMENTS
Printing Independence 4445 2,200
Subscriptions 13
AGM Expenses 30
Printing, postage & stationery 36 62
2 X External hard drives 80
Website expenses 184
Room hire - British Legion 220 220
Donations - British Legion Poppy Appeal 17 20
Rickmansworth Society table at autumn market 6
Expenses re road reps meeting 49
Miscellaneous expenses 8 28
TOTAL PAYMENTS (4,891) (2,727)
NET (PAYMENTS)/RECEIPTS (69) 1,291
MEMBERS' FUNDS AT 1 APRIL 6484 6,415
MEMBERS' FUNDS AT 31 MARCH £6,415 £7,706

Notes on the above

1. The Committee is responsible for keeping proper books and records with respect to the Association's activities.

2. The accounts are prepared on a receipts and payments basis except that significant payments incurred after the
year-end are included in the year to which they relate.

3. Formal signing off by the Independent Examiner is awaited, prior to approval at the Annual General Meeting.
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Transport User Voice — May 2020 -

What’s next for rail franchises?

27th April 2020

Less travel means less income

As all but essential travel has been cut, rail operators have
seen drastic reductions in demand and face significant drops in
their income.

In response to this, the Government has announced
emergency measures to ‘support and sustain necessary rail
services’. The Emergency Measures Agreements mean the
Department for Transport will temporarily suspend normal
franchise agreements and transfer all revenue and cost risk to
the Government for a limited period. These have been taken up
by all franchised operators and will initially be for six months.
Operators will continue to run services day-to-day for a small
predetermined management fee. This is a maximum of two
per cent of the cost base of the franchise before the pandemic
began and is intended to incentivise operators to meet
reliability, punctuality and other targets.

In response to the crisis, timetables have been amended
and are operating at reduced service levels to provide just the
necessary travel opportunities for essential workers. The open
access operators (those that take full commercial risk) — Grand
Central and Hull Trains — have currently suspended services.
Earlier in March, new contracts were announced for Great
Western Railway and Southeastern as previous arrangements
were due to expire.

Getting your money back to you
With the country in lockdown we want to make sure rail
passengers know their refund rights for tickets they can no
longer use.

After successfully pressing for changes to the usual terms
and conditions to allow full refunds on Advance tickets,
Transport Focus called for clarity and reassurance for rail
season ticket holders. The welcome decision by governments
and the rail industry to backdate season ticket refunds to March
17 (unless used since) is now, as a result of our work, backed
by much clearer information.

Many passengers who have followed the official work from
home advice since 16 March will have faced two dilemmas.
Claim a refund or wait in case they had to return to work, and
return to the station or wait for train companies to confirm
arrangements for claiming a refund online. More information
on how transport operators have been communicating about
refunds is available in our table.

We're now pleased every train company has provided an
online claim mechanism and made a clear commitment to
backdate refunds to 17 March. This provides assurance that
there’s no need to visit a station and that the refund received
will not be affected by how quickly claims are processed. We
are now looking at the backlog of claims held by some train
companies and the clarity of information provided to help
manage expectations and further reduce anxiety.

For now it’s vital we all continue to stay at home, but
there are lessons to be learned for when more people return to
regular travel. We pushed Government and train companies
for a better deal for season ticket holders. We know that many
people will be unhappy at the way their refund was calculated
and know that many ticketholders would have preferred to
‘pause’ their ticket rather than seek a refund. The traditional
season ticket may not be attractive for some time if passengers
continue to face uncertainty and need flexibility.

And Talking of Trains.....

Photographs taken of events held in recent years in conjunction with the Rickmansworth Canal Festival.
(Courtesy Leslie Chrol-Frolowicz)

e

Steam on the Met Metropolitan Line “S” stock entering Rickmansworth station
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NOW MORE THAN EVER, OUR 150
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE MATTERS
«  Graeme Warren 1 Rob Shuttleworth
- Head of Residential Sales jﬁ Head of Residential Lettings
01923 725 504 01923 725 550

gwarren@savills.com robert.shuttleworth@savills.com

SAVILLS RICKMANSWORTH, 11 CHURCH STREET, RICKMANSWORTH, WD3 1BX



For ALL your motoring needs visit:

fairwayrickmansworth.co.uk
90 Uxbridge Road
Mill End
Rickmansworth
WD3 8BW

Contact us on:

info@fairwayrickmansworth.co.uk
01923-721008
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